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r\ edical  Officer  of  Healths’ 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


*  For  the  Year  1896.  * 

To  the  Keynsham  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1896,  the  tenth  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting 
to  you.  As  in  former  reports  I  have  dealt  with  the  Sanitary 
conditions  and  events  under  certain  heads. 

With  regard  to  the  character  of  the  district,  its  configu¬ 
ration  and  geology,  what  I  stated  in  my  annual  report  for 
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1894  still  holds  good  and  need  not  be  repeated.  One  point 
may  however  be  mentioned,  viz.  :  that  owing-  to  the  very 
large  number  of  new  houses  erected  recently  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  population  of  your  district  is  increasing  at  a 
rapid  rate,  owing  to  immigration.  It  is~  in  the  Parish  of 
Brislington  that  this  change  has  mostly  taken  place,  and 
that  part  of  it  near  Bristol  is  rapidly  becoming*  urban  in 
character  ;  the  Parish  of  Keynsham  has  shared  in  the 
change  to  a  less  extent. 

Sewerage  and  Excrement  Disposal : — 

The  sewerage  system  at  Brislington  village  has  continued 
to  work  well  during  the  year,  and  has  been  maintained  in 
good  condition.  About  1230  yards  of  new  sewers,  con¬ 
nected  to  the  original  system,  have  been  laid  in  1896,  at  a 
cost  of  about  ^800,  on  the  Cripps’  Estate,  the  work  being 
carried  out  by  your  Council  at  the  owner’s  request  and  ap¬ 
parently  to  his  satisfaction,  for  further  sewers  are  required  on 
another  portion  of  the  same  estate,  and  I  understand  the 
owner  intends  applying  to  your  Council  to  lay  these  also. 
This  method,  by  which  your  Council  does  the  work  and  re¬ 
covers  the  cost,  is  distinctly  an  advantage  over  allowing 
private  owners  to  make  their  own  sewers,  for  your  Surveyor 
has  charge  of  the  works  and  the  whole  is  done  in  the  man¬ 
ner  desired  by  your  Council.  Some  further  extension  has 
been  made  on  the  Arno’s  Court  Estate.  Plans  for  replacing 
the  ditch  near  Hoskins’  &  Day’s  Nursery,  which  now  acts 
as  an  outfall,  by  a  proper  outfall  sewer  to  empty  into  the 
tidal  Avon  have  been  made,  but,  as  this  portion  of  Brisling¬ 
ton  is  included  in  the  area  of  the  proposed  Bristol  boundary 
extension,  the  Bristol  Corporation  wished  to  see  whether 
the  plans  would  meet  their  views  before  they  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  They  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  forwarded  to  the  Corporation  who  have  as  yet 
sent  no  answer  ;  the  work  therefore  has  not  been  com¬ 
menced. 

In  Keynsham  Town  about  320  yards  of  new  pipe  sewer 
with  manholes,  the  plans  for  which  were  prepared  in  1895, 
have  been  laid  in  Bath  Road.  Another  length  of  properly 
constructed  sewer,  which  will  serve  about  40  houses,  has 
been  put  in  on  the  east  side  of  Temple  Street.  This  sewer 


is  laid  at  the  back  of  the  dwelling's,  thus  obviating  the  ob¬ 
jectionable  necessity,  often  experienced,  of  having  to  lay 
drains  under  the  houses.  This  sewer  enters  that  in  the 
Labbot. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  a  general  scheme  of  sew¬ 
erage  for  the  whole  of  the  Town  : — A  meeting  of  your 
Council,  on  July  3rd,  passed  a  resolution  to  the  effect,  that 
every  year  a  portion  of  the  scheme  should  be  carried  out 
until  the  whole  was  completed  ;  this  it  was  thought  would 
be  in  about  four  years.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  in 
consequence  of  pressure  from  the  Local  Government  Board, 
your  Council  decided  to  proceed  with  matters  more  rapidly, 
and  having  selected  a  site  for  sewage  disposal  works  took 
proceedings  to  obtain  a  provisional  order  for  its  acquisition, 
and  plans  for  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  have  been 
prepared  by  your  Surveyor,  with  an  Engineer,  who  has 
formerly  been  applied  to  for  advice  on  the  matter,  as  con¬ 
sultant.  These  plans  have  been  deposited  with  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  order  to  complete  the  requirements 
for  obtaining  the  provisional  order. 

The  action  of  your  Council  in  1896,  with  regard  to 
sewerage,  does  not  appear  to  have  met  with  the  approval  of 
the  Keynsham  Parish  Council  any  more  than  in  previous 
years,  for  they  summoned  a  Parish  Meeting  for  the  evening 
of  30th  December,  to  consider  the  desirability  of  forming  an 
Urban  District  Council  for  Keynsham.  At  this  meeting, 
two  resolutions  were  passed  :  (1)  to  the  effect  that  an  Ur¬ 

ban  District  be  formed  for  Keynsham,  and  that  steps  be 
taken  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Parish  Council  to  petition  the 
County  Council  for  the  formation  of  an  Urban  District 
Council  for  Keynsham  ;  (2)  requesting  the  Keynsham  Rural 
District  Council  to  stay  their  hand  in  the  matter  of  the 
drainage  scheme,  until  the  decision  of  the  County  Council 
was  received.  At  the  meeting  the  proposer  of  the  first 
resolution  given  above  is  reported  as  saying,  “he  thought 
that  if  an  Urban  District  were  formed  they  would  be  directly 
responsible  for  the  expenditure  of  the  ratepayers’  money, 
whereas  the  District  Council  were  an  irresponsible  body,  as 
they  had  proved  in  reference  to  the  drainage  scheme.  They 
had  selected  a  site  for  sewage  purposes,  and  employed  a 


6 


Surveyor  to  prepare  plans,  etc.,  for  a  scheme  that  would 
cost  ;£ 1 0,000,  without  consulting’  the  Parochial  Committee, 
as  they  had  promised  to  do.  He  therefore  strongly  recom¬ 
mended  them  to  vote  for  an  Urban  District  Council.”  I  do 
not  think  it  requires  any  very  great  effort  to  read  between 
the  lines  of  the  two  resolutions,  and  of  the  reported  argu¬ 
ment  foi  an  Urban  Council  contained  in  the  above  extract 
fi  om  the  account  of  the  meeting.  Viewed  in  the  light  of 
former  action  of  the  Parish  Council  the  meaning  seems  to  be 
simply  further  procrastination.  I  trust  that  your  Council, 
with  whom  and  not  with  the  Parish  Council  the  legal  and 
moial  responsibility  of  providing  proper  sewers  rests,  will 
adhere  to  the  course  of  action  already  commenced. 

At  Whitchurch  during  the  year  a  good  deal  has  been 
done  in  causing  the  provision  of  dry  privies  in  place  of  cess¬ 
pit  privies  ;  in  providing  means  for  dealing  with  slopwaters  ; 
and  in  severing  the  connection  of  drains  carrying  soil  into 
the  highway  drain. 

At  Saltford  it  was  considered  advisable  to  pipe  in  a  ditch 
which  carried  the  sewage  from  the  pipe  sewer  across  an 
orchard  to  the  river.  Your  Surveyor  was  consulted  and 
made  a  plan  for  the  work,  which  was  however  considered 
too  costly  by  the  Guardians  of  the  Parish,  and  it  was  left  to 
them  to  arrange  as  they  thought  best.  I  understand  that 
1 2-inch  pipes  have  been  laid  through  the  orchard. 

In  consequence  of  a  representation  from  the  Somerset 
County  Council,  that  your  Council  had  made  default  in  pro¬ 
viding  sufficient  sewers  in  the  Parishes  of  Brislington, 
Keynsham,  and  Whitchurch,  the  Local  Government  Board 
ordered  a  Local  Inquiry.  This  was  held  at  Keynsham,  on 
4th  July,  and  it  was  shown  that  so  far  as  Brislington  was 
concerned  the  County  Council  had  no  case.  Evidence  was 
taken  as  to  the  conditions  in  all  three  Parishes,  and  it  was 
contended  by  the  County  Council  that  even  at  the  time  of  the 
enquiry  Keynsham  and  Whitchurch  were  without  a  system 
of  sewers,  while  the  District  Council,  in  answer,  stated 
what  had  already  been  done  and  what  they  had  resolved  to 
do,  maintaining  that  such  action,  past  and  future,  was 
sufficient  to  absolve  them  from  the  charge  of  default.  At 
the  close  of  the  enquiry  the  Inspector  went  to  inspect  the 
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sewers  at  Keynsham.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  your 
Council  had  received  no  communication  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  stating  the  result  of  the  enquiry. 

The  year  1896  has  been  one  of  considerable  activity  in 
sewerage  matters,  and  I  do  not  think  your  Council  can  be 
said  to  have  been  in  default  in  their  action  during  the  last 
twelve-months. 

In  the  more  rural  parts,  where  sewers  are  not  necessary, 
efforts  are  being  made,  and  will  be  pressed  by  your  Council, 
to  substitute  wherever  possible  a  dry  privy  for  the  objec¬ 
tionable  and  dangerous  cesspit.  Dry  privies  have  been 
largely  substituted  in  Corston  and  Newton  St.  Loe.  During 
the  year  30  have  been  erected  in  various  parts  of  the  district, 
and  I  hope  future  years  will  see  a  large  increase  in  their 
numbers.  Bye-laws  have  been  made,  and  will  shortly  be  in 
force,  to  secure  more  effectually  the  cleansing  of  these  dry 
privies. 

Scavenging : — 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  conditions  of  accu¬ 
mulation  or  removal  noted  in  previous  years.  The  collection 
of  house  refuse,  under  contract,  in  Brislington,  commenced 
in  1895,  still  continues.  I  am  of  opinion  that  your  Council 
should  secure  removal  of  house  refuse  in  Keynsham  Town, 
where,  at  present,  collections  of  ashes  and  refuse  close  to 
houses  and  wells  are  common. 

Water  Supply:  — 

During  the  year,  8  new*  and  50  old  houses  have  been 
supplied  with  Company’s  water  ;  10  wells  have  been  closed  ; 
and  I  have  analysed  samples  from  31  wells,  the  water  of  21 
of  which  was  contaminated  with  sewage,  of  5  with  vegetable 
matter  or  surface  water,  and  that  of  5  was  good.  In  the 
cases  where  sewage  contamination  was  found  the  wells  were 
sometimes  ordered  to  be  closed,  and  in  all,  where  such  a 
supply  was  available,  Company’s  water  was  ordered  to  be 
laid  on.  In  other  cases  cleansing  and  protecting  the  well 
was  resorted  to. 

This  figure  does  not  represent  the  whole  number  of  new  houses 
in  the  district  supplied  this  year  with  Company’s  water,  but  only  those 
in  the  portion  of  the  district  to  which  the  building  bye-laws  do  not 
apply  :  where  the  bye-laws  are  in  force  water  mains  exist,  and  all  new 
houses  have  Company’s  water. 
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n  rny  1895  report  the  supply  to  five  houses  at  Corston 
"as  mentioned  as  not  satisfactory  in  quality  and  deficient  in 
quantity.  The  supply  again  failed  for  some  months  this 
summer,  and  the  owners  were  again  required  to  provide  a 
sufficient  available  supply.  I  understand  these  houses  are 
now  connected  with  the  West  Gloster  Water  Co.’s  main, 
except  one  which  obtains  its  water  from  the  spring,  former- 
)  used  to  supply  all  five  houses,  the  water  of  which  is  good, 
t  lough  whether  it  will  be  sufficient  remains  to  be  seen. 

In  Brislington  Parish  I  analysed  water  from  six  wells,  in 
that  part  of  the  village  leading  to  “The  Rock,”  and  “  The 
Rock  itself.  These  wells  supplied  30  houses.  The  water 
of  five  of  them  was  contaminated  with  sewage,  and  orders 
were  given  to  obtain  a  pure  supply.  This  has  been  done  by 
the  Bristol  Water  Works  Co.  carrying  a  main  through  this 

pait  of  the  village,  and  most  of  the  houses  are  now  connect¬ 
ed  thereto. 

At  Marksbury  Village  a  large  number  of  people  obtain 
their  water  from  a  dipping  place,  into  which  a  strong  spring 
runs  from  the  hill  beneath  the  School.  This  dipping  place 
!s  quite  unprotected,  and  open  to  pollution  from  any  matters 
which  may  fall  into  or  be  placed  in  it,  and  also  from  road 
surface  water  during  rain.  Analysis  of  a  sample  of  water 
taken  from  it  in  September  showed  that,  although  there 
were  no  marked  evidences  of  pollution,  there  was  room  for 
suspicion  that  it  does  receive  matters  which  it  should  not. 
Your  Council  determined  to  substitute  a  pipe  and  tap  for 
the  dipping  place,  and  a  tender  was  obtained  to  do  this 
work  at  about  ^4  cost.  Owing,  however,  to  some  delay 
on  account  of  arranging  with  property  owners,  and  now  to 
the  large  flow  from  the  spring,  the  work  has  not  yet  been 
carried  out.  I  trust  the  matter  will  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

In  consequence  of  a  report  to  me,  that  the  supply  of 
water  from  the  stand-pipe  near  the  School,  in  the  Village  of 
Northstoke  (which  is  practically  the  only  source  of  drinkino- 
water  available  for  the  cottagers)  had  for  some  time  been 
both  scanty  and  intermittent,  I  visited  the  village  in  June  to 
enquire  into  the  matter.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
supply  was  as  stated,  and  this  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
first  tank,  which  receives  the  water  from  the  spring  supply- 
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ing  this  stand-pipe,  had  been  tapped  at  a  point  below  the 
level  at  which  the  water  from  it  originally  flowed  on  towards 
the  stand-pipe,  in  order  to  supply  a  farm  ;  and  that  this 
tapping  was  repeated  at  a  second  tank  nearer  the  stand-pipe 
in  order  to  supply  a  second  farm.  The  result  of  this  tapping 
was,  that  so  long  as  water  was  in  use  in  the  farms  very 
little  or  none  reached  the  village  stand-pipe,  and  it  was 
chiefly  late  at  night  or  very  early  in  the  morning  that  water 
could  be  obtained  by  the  villagers.  Such  scarcity  of  water 
would  doubtless  tend  to  induce  habits  of  uncleanliness,  both 
of  persons  and  houses,  and  necessitated  storage  of  water 
for  drinking  on  the  consumers  premises,  often  no  doubt  in 
dirty  and  unfit  receptacles,  where  it  had  ample  chance  of 
pollution.  I  have  little  doubt  that  the  spring  itself,  which 
rises  in  grass  land  well  away  from  houses  and  nearly  at  the 
level  of  Lansdown,  is  pure,  and  the  supply  appears  ample 
if  properly  utilised.  I  reported  fully  to  your  Council  on  the 
matter,  and  advised  that  your  Surveyor  should  be  consulted 
on  the  best  means  of  dealing  with  the  supply,  mentioning 
that  it  would  of  course  be  possible  to  make  a  tank  near  the 
spring,  and  to  supply  both  farms  and  stand-pipes  in  the 
village  from  such  tank.  I  understand  that  the  owner  of  the 
spring  and  farms  was  communicated  with,  and  has  stated 
that  if  the  supply  fails  again  next  summer,  or  at  any  future 
time,  he  will  restore  the  supply  to  the  stand-pipe  first  before 
taking  water  to  the  farms. 

The  system  of  water  supply  for  the  Hamlet  of  Swineford, 
completed  by  your  Council  in  1895,  has  continued  satis¬ 
factory  and  there  was  no  scarcity  in  spite  of  the  drought. 

The  water  supplies  at  Saltford,  Corston,  Priston,  Bur¬ 
nett,  and  Whitchurch,  so  far  as  they  are  public,  continue 
satisfactory. 

An  important  case,  as  showing  the  difficulty  of  collection 
of  water  rates  by  a  local  authority,  was  decided  this  year. 
An  owner  was  summoned  for  water  rate  and  on  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  magistrate  was  taken  to  the  High  Court. 
The  judgment  of  this  Court  confirmed  the  decision  of  the 
magistrate,  under  the  Public  Health  (Water  Act),  1878,  and 
was  to  this  effect  : — That  where  a  person  derives  his  water 
supply  from  a  well  on  his  premises,  and  a  local  authority 
(undertaking  water  supply)  erect  a  stand-pipe  within  200 
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yards,  it  is  for  them  to  prove  that  his  existing  supply  is  in¬ 
sufficient  and  unwholesome,  and  that  before  they  can  make 
him  pay  a  rate  they  must  take  proceedings  to  close  his  well 
(Keynsham  Rural  District  Council  v.  Constable,  Vol.  x., 
p.  ioi).  From  this  it  appears  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to 
prove  that  the  water  in  any  well  is  unwholesome  (i.  e. ,  that 
the  house  has  not  a  “supply  of  wholesome  water”),  but 
that  an  order  to  close  the  well  must  be  obtained,  before  the 
owner  can  be  called  upon  to  provide  “an  available  supply 
of  wholesome  water,”  or  to  pay  a  rate  for  such  supply  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Authority.  This  would  often  mean  the  double 
trouble  and  expense  of  two  cases  before  the  Bench,  first  to 
close  the  well,  and  secondly,  at  some  period  later  on,  to 
recover  the  rate. 

Infectious  Disease:  — 

With  the  exception  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  epidemic,  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  are  given  under  the  heading  Scarlet  Fever, 
there  has  been  little  infectious  disease  in  your  district  during 
the  past  twelve  months,  though  the  record  is  not  quite  so 
good  as  last  year  (1895).  The  history  of  the  year  with  re¬ 
gard  to  infectious  and  notifiable  disease  is  detailed  below. 

1.  Smallpox. — No  case  notified. 

2.  Scarlet  Fever. — After  a  comparative  immunity 
from  Scarlet  Fever,  since  the  epidemic  of  1892-3,  your  dis¬ 
trict  has  once  more  suffered  from  epidemic  prevalence  of 
this  disease,  which,  after  showing  a  tendency  to  increase 
during  the  second  and  third  quarters,  became  during 
the  fourth  quarter  of  frequent  and  widespread  occurrence. 
The  number  of  cases  in  1896  largely  exceeds  the  number  in 
either  of  the  epidemic  years  1892  and  1893,  and  there  is,  as 
yet,  little  sign  of  abatement.  The  following  Table  shows 
the  number  of  cases  in  each  year  from  1892  to  1896,  in¬ 
clusive,  with  deaths  during  those  years  : — - 


Cases 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1st  Qr.  -  9^ 
2nd  Qr.  -  11  ! 

3rd  (Jr.  •  2c  j  ' 
4th  Qr.  -  30 J 

1st  Qr.  -  11  'j 
2nd  Qr.  -  16  ! 

3rd  Qr.  -  16 

4th  (Jr.  -  6 J 

1st  Qr.  -  2  "1 
2nd  Qr.  •  0  ! 

3rd  Qr.  -  0  j"12 
4th  Qr.  -  10 J 

1st  Qr.  -  1  't 
2nd  Qr.  -  iff 
3rd  Qr.  -  11  f  “ 
4th  Qr.  -  8  J 

1st  Qr.  -  9^ 

2nd  Qr.  -  16  ! 

3rd  Qr.  •  19  f  IO° 
4th  Qr.  •  56  J 

Deaths 

1 

2 

0 

0 

S 

Analysis  of  the  cases  this  year  is  instructive  :  Of  the  9 
cases  during  the  1st  quarter  no  less  than  7  were  in  one 
family,  and  only  three  families  were  affected,  one  in  Keyn¬ 
sham,  one  in  Brislington,  and  one  in  Whitchurch.  Of  the 
17  notifications  during  the  2nd  quarter  1  was  a  dual  notifi¬ 
cation,  and  there  were  therefore  only  16  cases  ;  of  these  no 
less  than  13  were  among  four  families,  so  that  only  seven 
families  in  all  were  affected,  four  in  Keynsham,  one  in  Bris¬ 
lington,  and  two  in  Compton  Dando.  Of  the  18  cases 
during  the  31^  quarter  11  were  distributed  among  five 
families,  and  twelve  families  in  all  suffered,  six  in  Keyn¬ 
sham,  two  in  Brislington,  two  in  Newton  St.  Loe,  one  in 
Wilmington,  and  one  in  Northstoke.  This  3rd  quarter 
began  to  show  a  larger  number  of  infected  families  and  more 
widely  scattered  infection.  Of  the  56  cases  during  the  4th 
quarter  1  was  at  Newton  St.  Loe,  22  in  Keynsham  Parish, 
20  in  Brislington  Parish,  2  in  Saltford  Parish,  10  in  Chewton 
Keynsham,  and  1  in  Kelston  Parish  :  26  of  these  cases  oc¬ 
curred  in  ten  families,  in  groups  varying  from  5  to  2  cases, 
leaving  30  single  cases  in  other  families.  Forty  families  in 
all  were  affected,  seventeen  in  Keynsham,  fifteen  in  Bris¬ 
lington,  four  in  Chewton  Keynsham,  two  in  Saltford,  one 
in  Newton  St.  Loe,  and  one  in  Kelston. 

From  the  above  it  is  seen  that  most  of  the  cases  in  each 
of  the  first  three  quarters  occurred  in  family  groups  of  2  up 
to  as  many  as  7  in  one  family,  while  the  4th  quarter  stands 
out  in  sharp  contrast  with  thirty  single  families  attacked 
and  only  ten  family  groups  (a  proportion  of  3  to  1),  infection 
being  scattered  freely  over  a  large  part  of  your  district. 

To  sum  the  matter  up  the  100  cases  during  the  year  were 
distributed  among  sixty-two  families,  of  which  twenty-eight 
were  in  Keynsham,  nineteen  in  Brislington,  one  in  Whit¬ 
church,  two  in  Compton  Dando,  three  in  Newton  St.  Loe, 
one  in  Wilmington,  one  in  Northstoke,  four  in  Chewton 
Keynsham,  two  in  Saltford,  and  one  in  Kelston.  The 
attack  rate  per  1000  of  your  estimated  population  has  been 
T3‘45>  or>  to  put  it  in  a  way  which  perhaps  is  more  striking 
one  person  out  of  every  74^3  has  suffered  during  the  year 
from  Scarlet  Fever.  The  deaths  from  this  disease  have 

been  only  3,  and  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  attacks  is  only 
3  per  cent. 


12 


With  regard  to  the  incidence  of  the  disease  there  is 
nothing  of  special  interest  to  note  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year.  During  the  3rd  quarter  an  isolated  case  at  Wilming¬ 
ton  was  probably  the  cause  of  an  outbreak  at  Newton  St. 
Loe  later  on,  for  the  patient  went  to  that  plac.e  to  stay  after 
he  was  said  to  have  recovered,  but  before  we  had  received 
notice  of  his  recovery  and  before  disinfection  had  been 
carried  out.  Three  of  the  four  Newton  cases  cropped  up, 
shortly  after  he  went  there,  in  the  house  in  which  he  was 
staying  and  the  adjoining  house,  the  infection  having  been 
probably  carried  in  his  clothes.  Just  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  epidemic  at  Brislington  a  boy  was  notified  as 
desquamating,  and  he  is  probably  largely  responsible  for 
starting  the  epidemic  through  the  medium  of  the  school.  A 
similar  occurrence  took  place  at  Chewton  Keynsham,  where 
a  child  was  notified  as  desquamating,  almost  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  cases,  the  other  cases  all  arising  within  a  short 
period  of  this  one,  those  which  were  later  being  almost 
entirely  secondary  cases  in  the  families  first  affected. 

The  case  at  Northstoke  was  imported,  and  did  not 
spread  ;  that  at  Kelston  occurred  in  a  youth  who  walked 
with  the  rash  on  him  to  a  doctor’s  surgery  at  Keynsham, 
whence  he  was  removed  to  Hospital.  Of  the  two  cases  at 
Saltford  the  first  was  removed  to  Hospital,  and  the  second 
arose  so  long  after  this  as  to  warrant  the  assumption  that 
it  was  due  to  a  fresh  infection.  Two  cases  arose  in  the 
Workhouse:  the  first  was  at  once  sent  to  Hospital;  the 
second,  which  was  also  removed  to  Hospital,  arose  some 
time  afterwards  and  was  not  the  result  of  the  first  case. 

During  the  epidemic  the  Parishes  of  Keynsham  and 
Brislington  have  suffered  most  heavily,  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  they  are  the  most  populous  parts  of  the  district, 
that  they  are  nearest  Bristol,  in  which  there  has  been  much 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases 
has  been  in  the  respective  town  and  village,  the  more  rural 
parts  of  the  parishes  having  almost  entirely  escaped. 

With  a  view  to  stopping  the  outbreak  at  Newton  St. 
Loe,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  open  the  Hospital  for  the 
reception  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The  first  patients  were  admitted 
on  September  20th,  and  it  has  since  been  in  constant  use, 
the  greatest  number  of  patients  under  treatment  at  one  time 


having  been  ten.  By  its  aid  the  threatened  epidemic  at 
Newton  was  completely  stopped,  four  cases  being  removed 
thence  within  a  few  days  of  one  another  ;  it  was  also  very 
useful  in  preventing  spread  in  Saltford  and  Kelston.  Cases 
from  Keynsham  and  Brislington  have  also  been  admitted. 
On  numerous  occasions,  during  the  last  three  months,  I 
have  visited  various  parts  with  the  view  of  obtaining  re¬ 
moval  of  cases,  advising  precautions,  or  making  enquiry 
with  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  cause  of  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  At  Keynsham  an  inspection  of  the  school  children 
and  the  hunting  up  of  absent  scholars  failed  to  reveal  any 
hidden  cases,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  spread 
of  disease  here,  unless  it  be  due  to  carelessness  in  exposure 
of  infected  clothes  on  persons  (mothers  and  other  children) 
in  contact  with  the  sick,  either  in  the  streets,  or  visiting 
friends,  or  possibly  in  places  of  assembly  such  as  Church  or 
Chapel.  There  seems  no  reason  to  suspect  schools  or  milk 
supply  as  special  causes.  At  Brislington,  however,  inspec¬ 
tion  of  school  absentees  revealed  four  cases,  in  four  families, 
which  were  not  medically  attended,  and  had  not  been 
notified  to  me  by  the  parents.  From  these  families  other 
children  were  attending  school  until  stopped  by  me.  Since 
then  the  number  of  fresh  cases  from  Brislington  has  greatly 
diminished. 

The  measures  taken  to  deal  with  the  epidemic  have  been 
removal  to  Hospital,  where  considered  advisable  and  where 
consent  could  be  obtained  ;  advice  to  every  affected  house¬ 
hold  as  to  the  precautions  necessary  to  be  taken  ;  disinfec¬ 
tion  of  houses  and  infected  articles  ;  and  requisition  to 
school  managers  to  exclude  patients  and  scholars  from 
infected  houses.  No  school  has  been  closed  by  your 
Council,  the  exclusion  of  infected  families  from  attendance 
being  held  sufficient  in  the  absence  of  any  definite  proof  that 
the  schools  were  acting  as  agents  in  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  One  school,  however,  at  Chewton  Keynsham,  was 
closed  by  the  managers  on  their  own  initiative,  and  has  since 
been  disinfected.  Considerable  difficulty  has  been  ex¬ 
perienced  in  obtaining  removal  of  patients  to  Hospital,  and 
frequently  in  those  cases  where  such  removal  was  most 
desirable  ;  but,  as  this  is  the  first  occasion  that  removal  has 
been  asked  for  in  Scarlet  Fever,  it  is  possible  that,  as  people 
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see  the  advantage  to  themselves,  the  patients,  and  the 
public,  which  removal  secures,  they7  will  be  more  ready  to 
take  advantage  of  the  Hospital.  Difficult)7  has  al  so  arisen, 
in  more  than  one  case,  in  securing  disinfection  of  bedding, 
clothing,  &c.,  and  it  was  necessary  to  serve  notice,  under 
the  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  requiring  the  oc¬ 
cupier  to  deliver  over  such  articles  to  the  Inspector  for 
disinfection  ;  such  notice  was  complied  with  in  each  case. 
The  type  of  the  disease  has  so  far  been  extremely  mild,  as 
evidenced  by  the  few  deaths  and  by  my  personal  experience, 
and  it  has  tor  this  reason  been  more  difficult  to  cope  with, 
because  cases  are  apt  to  be  overlooked  by  parents  and  being- 
thought  to  be  a  “chill,”  or  something  else  equally  vague, 
and  supposedly  harmless,  go  about  spreading  infection 
broadcast.  .  To  attempt  prosecution  in  such  cases,  either 
for  non-notification  or  exposure  of  infected  persons,  is  hope¬ 
less  ;  parents  will  always  plead  ignorance  of  the  real  nature 
of  the  illness,  and  there  is  no  legal  wav  of  bringing  home 
to  the  defaulters  their  legal  and  moral  obligations.  "  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  is  only  slight  falling  off  in  the  number 
of  fresh  cases,  and  I  fear  that  the  disease  will,  in  spite  of 
efforts  to  arrest  it,  to  a  large  extent  continue  till  susceptible 
material  is  practically  exhausted,  and  will  prove  to  be  one 
of  those  widespread,  if  mild,  epidemics  which  occur  every 
three  or  four  years,  as  a  fresh  crop  of  susceptible  children 
comes  on. 

3.  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — Two  cases 
were  notified  during  the  year  ;  one  at  Brislington  in  the 
second  quarter,  and  one  at  Kelston  on  the  last  day  of  the 
year.  The  history  of  the  case  at  Brislington  is  as  follows  : 
a  boy  was  notified  as  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  two 
days  later  (by  the  same  medical  man)  as  suffering  from 
Diphtheria  ;  he  died  on  the  day  of  the  second  notification, 
the  cause  of  death  being  given  as  “Scarlatina,  Diphtheria.” 
There  seems  to  be  reasonable  room  for  doubt  whether  this 
case  was  one  of  true  Diphtheria,  for  although  this  disease 
does  sometimes  follow  on  Scarlet  Fever  it  is  generally  at  a 
greater  interval  than  in  this  instance  ;  further  a  sister  took 
Scarlet  Fever  from  this  boy,  but  not  Diphtheria.  Probably 
the  case  was  one  of  severe  Scarlet  Fever,  with  an  extremely 
bad,  or  so-called  Diphtheric  throat,  which  however  does  not 
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of  necessity  imply  true  Diphtheria.  There  had  been  no 
known  case  ot  Diphtheria  in  the  village  for  years,  nor  did 
any  follow,  nor  were  there  any  insanitary  conditions  about 
the  house  specially  likely  to  favour  the  disease.  No  special 
cause  for  the  Kelston  case  was  discoverable.  As  a  rule 
your  district  is  very  tree  from  Diphtheria,  there  was  no  case 
in  1895,  and  only  three  cases  in  the  last  three  years  with  no 
death. 

4.  Typhus  Fever. — No  case. 

5.  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.  —  Two  cases  were 
notified  from  Marksbury  village  in  August,  a  mother  and 
son  who  had  not  been  away  from  the  village,  there  had  been 
no  visitors,  nor  had  there  been  a  previous  case  in  the  place 
within  my  remembrance — at  least  8  years,  and  the  cause  of 
the  disease  remains  undiscovered.  Both  recovered  and 
there  were  no  further  cases. 

6.  Measles. — This  disease  is  not  notifiable  in  your  dis¬ 
trict  and  as  far  as  I  know  has  been  entirely  absent  during 
the  year. 

7.  Whooping  Cough. — There  has  been  no  death  during 
the  twelve  months,  though  during  my  visits  to  absent 
scholars  in  search  of  Scarlet  Fever  I  found  several  cases 
both  in  Keynsham  and  Brislington,  in  which  places  the 
disease  appears  to  have  been  fairly  prevalent  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year. 

8.  Puerperal  Fever. — Two  cases  were  notified,  one 
of  them  from  the  workhouse  ;  both  recovered. 

9.  Erysipelas. — This  affection  which  had  been  becom¬ 
ing  less  prevalent  for  four  vears  has  again  been  more  in 
evidence.  Thirteen  cases  were  notified  as  against  two  in 
1^95,  five  in  1894,  seven  in  1893,  and  ten  in  1892.  Some 
followed  on  accident  and  most  were  not  serious.  Insanitary 
conditions  were  associated  with  some  cases  but  were  not 
marked  in  about  as  many  others. 

The  usual  precautions  of  disinfection,  &c.,  were  taken 
in  dealing  with  infectious  cases. 

10.  Influenza. — There  has  apparently  been  very  little 
Influenza  during  the  year.  Only  one  death  is  in  any  way 
ascribed  to  it,  that  of  a  person  aged  91  from  “Influenza  and 
Bronchitis.” 
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Isolation  Hospital : — 

Until  after  the  middle  of  the  year  the  Hospital  could  not 
be  used  for  Scarlet  Fever  on  account  of  the  great  possibility 
of  the  introduction  of  Small-pox  owing  to  the  serious 
epidemic  of  that  disease  in  the  city  of  Gloucester.  In 
September,  as  already  stated,  it  was  opened  for  Scarlet 
Fever,  thirteen  cases  in  all  being  admitted  up  to  the  end  of 
the  year.  Of  these,  four  have  been  discharged  cured,  and 
nine  remain  in  Hospital  on  December  31st.  Its  use  proved 
most  effectual  in  stopping  spread  at  Newton,  Saltford, 
Kelston,  and  the  Workhouse,  and  shows  the  true  use  of  a 
Hospital  by  dealing  with  the  first  cases.  The  advantage  of 
removing  first  cases  is  shown  also  by  the  large  number  of 
family  groups  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  occurred  during  the 
year.  These  secondary  cases  prove  how  utterly  impossible 
it  is  to  secure  anything  like  effectual  isolation  in  many  in¬ 
stances  at  home.  Could  we  have  removed  the  first  cases 
from  these  families  we  should  in  most  instances  doubtless 
have  saved  others  in  the  house  from  suffering-. 

Ambulance : — 

This  vehicle  has  been  more  used  this  past  year  than  ever 
before  and  has  answered  its  purpose  well. 

Disinfector : — 

The  number  of  articles  passed  through  the  steam  Disin¬ 
fector  during  the  year  is  1545.  This,  although  the  largest 
number  yet  dealt  with  in  any  year,  does  not  seem  very  great ; 
but  it  must  be  remembed  that  it  is  only  during  the  last  three 
months  that  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  epidemic,  and  conse¬ 
quently  many  of  the  cases  are  not  yet  sufficiently  recovered 
for  disinfection ;  also  it  is  the  practice  only  to  remove  those 
articles  such  as  beds,  pillows,  blankets,  clothes,  &c.,  and 
to  disinfect  all  that  can  be  boiled  without  injury  in  the  wash¬ 
ing  boiler,  which  nearly  every  house  in  your  district 
possesses.  On  the  whole  I  regard  the  increase  in  number 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Notification  Act : — 

The  cases  notified  have  been  :  Smallpox  o  ;  Scarlet 
Fever  101  (one  case  was  twice  notified  so  that  the  actual 
cases  were  100)  :  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  2  ; 
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Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  2  ;  Typhus  Fever  o  ;  Continued 
and  Relapsing  Fevers  o  ;  Puerperal  Fever  2  ;  Cholera  o  ; 
Erysipelas  13.  Total  120. 

Statistics  : — 

Acreage  of  district  =  20,447  acres. 

Population  (census  1891)  =  7,292. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  1896  =  7,430. 

The  Deaths  from  all  causes  registered  during  the  year 
were  144,  as  compared  with  132  in  1895,  85  in  1894,  119  in 
1893,  and  120  in  1892.  The  increase  in  the  total  number 
of  deaths  in  1896  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  that  year 
has  to  consist  of  53  instead  of  52  weeks  ;  had  it  included  the 
deaths  in  52  weeks  only  the  number  would  have  been  137 
instead  of  144.  This  longer  year  has  also  necessitated  the 
use  in  working  out  the  various  rates  of  a  population  different 
to  the  estimated  population.  The  population  used  is  7570  ; 
i.e.  7430  (estimated  population  to  middle  of  year)  plus  143 
(the  52nd  part  of  7,430),  which  may  be  termed  a  “weekly 
population.”  The  144  deaths  among  a  population  of  7,570 
give  a  “ Death  Rate”  of  19*02  per  1000  for  the  year. 
Seven  deaths  were,  however,  registered  in  your  district 
occurring  in  persons  not  belonging  thereto — this  reduces 
the  total  deaths  among  your  population  to  137,  and  the 
“  Death  Rate  ”  for  your  district  to  18*09.  1°  1895  this  rate 

was  16*61  ;  11*5  in  1894;  16*19  in  1893  ;  16*39  *n  1892  ; 
17*82  in  1891  ;  and  18*02  in  1890.  From  these  figures  it  is 
seen  that  the  death  rate  which  had  declined  from  1890  to 

1894  has  this  year  (1896)  returned  to  the  level  of  1890. 
This  is  a  disappointing  fact  but  it  is  probable  that  the  rate 
is  calculated  on  too  small  an  estimated  population,  for  the 
large  amount  of  building  since  the  census  year  1891  has 
caused  a  very  much  more  rapid  increase  of  population  than 
occurred  in  the  intercensal  period  1881  to  1891  ;  if  this  be  so 
the  rate  is  really  lower  than  it  appears  to  be. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  average  number  of  deaths 
from  various  classes  of  disease  for  the  five  years,  1891  to 

1895  inclusive  ;  also  the  average  number  of  persons  dying 
at  certain  age  periods  during  the  same  five  years  ;  beneath 
these  averages  are  placed  the  actual  numbers  dying  from 
the  same  causes,  and  at  the  same  age  periods,  during  the 
year  1896. 
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From  the  above  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  deaths  from 
all  the  causes  specified  are  in  excess  of  the  five  years’  aver¬ 
age,  the  chief  increase  being  in  the  group  “  from  all  other 
causes  ”  which  includes  diseases  over  which  your  Council 
has  only  a  slight  and  indirect  control.  The  increase  over 
the  average  is  also  noticeable  at  each  of  the  age  groups 
given,  but  most  markedly  so  in  those  ages  between  i  and  65 
years  of  age.  The  increase  in  the  group  “  between  5  and 
65  ”  is  largely  due  to  the  number  of  deaths  of  persons 
closely  approaching*  65. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  were  228,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  21 1  in  1895  ;  212  in  1894;  208  in  1893;  and  197 
in  1892.  The  “  natural  increase  of  population  ”  [i.e.  excess 
of  births  over  deaths)  during  the  year  is  81.  The  “Birth 
Rate”  for  the  year  is  30*11  per  1000.  This  rate  was  28*50 
in  1895  ;  28*73  ’n  i894  1  28*30  in  1893  ;  26*91  in  1892  ; 

28*11  in  1891  ;  and  25*21  in  1890.  The  rate  for  1896  is 
therefore  seen  to  be  higher  than  in  any  of  the  years  given 
above. 

Zymotic  Diseases  caused  seven  deaths,  viz.  :  three  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  four  from  Diarrhoea.  These  deaths  are 
equivalent  to  a  *f Zymotic  Rate”  of  0*92  for  the  year.  In 
1895  this  rate  was  0*54  ;  in  1894,  0*27  ;  in  1893,  0*95  ;  in 
1892,  0*82  ;  in  1891,  0*82  ;  in  1890,  0*81.  It  is  thus  seen 
that  after  a  drop  in  1894  and  1895  this  rate  has  returned  to 
ahout  the  usual  level  for  your  district.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  there  was  no  death  from  any  notifiable  or  infectious 
disease  except  Scarlet  Fever,  and  that  this  is  the  third  year 
in  succession  without  a  death  from  Diphtheria  or  Enteric 
Fever. 

Twenty-three  children  died  under  one  year  of  age,  giving 
a  "  Rate  of  Infant  Mortality  ”  of  100*87  Per  1000  births; 
but,  excluding  the  death  of  one  infant  within  but  not  belong- 
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in g  to  your  district,  the  rate  for  your  district  is  96*49  per 
1000  births — a  fairly  satisfactory  rate.  In  1895  this  rate 
was  9478  ;  in  1894  it  was  70*75  ;  91.34  in  1893  ;  78*06  in 
1892  ;  97*56  in  1891  ;  and  112*9  in  1890. 

Appended  to  this  Report  are  three  Tables.  Table  A  is 
a  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  whole  year  classified  according 
to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities.  Table  B  shows  the 
estimated  population,  the  number  of  births,  and  the  new 
cases  of  infectious  sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  whole  year.  Table  C 
shows  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and 
proportion  to  population,  and  to  1000  deaths. 

General 

Housing  of  the  Working-Classes  Act. — In  June  I 
inspected  certain  premises  at  Whitchurch,  consisting  of  a 
dwelling-house,  with  stable  and  cow  shed  forming  part  of 
the  same  building,  and  advised  your  Council  to  take  pro¬ 
ceedings  under  the  above  Act  on  account  of  the  general 
dampness  and  filthiness  of  the  site,  of  dirt  and  dilapidation 
of  the  premises,  and  of  drainage  and  privy  defects. 

1  also  reported  on  the  condition  of  the  remains  of  three 
cottages  at  Keynsham,  which  were  so  ruinous  as  to  consti¬ 
tute  a  danger  to  persons  passing  them,  as  well  as  the  chil¬ 
dren  who  seemed  fond  of  playing  in  them.  These  buildings 
could  not  be  dealt  with  under  the  above  Act,  as  that  Act 
only  applies  to  “any  inhabited  building,”  and  these  were 
void.  I  advised  your  Council  to  consider  whether  they  came 
within  the  scope  of  Sec.  91,  Sub-sec.  1,  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  and  could  be  dealt  with  under  that  Section. 

Bakehouses. — I  found  it  necessary  to  report  to  you  the 
condition  of  a  bakehouse  in  Keynsham  Town,  where  there 
were  serious  drainage  defects,  necessitating  entire  re-con¬ 
struction  of  the  drainage  arrangements.  The  necessary 
work  has  since  been  carried  out.  The  water  supplying  this 
bakehouse  was  obtained  from  a  well,  and  was  found  on 
analysis  to  be  polluted  with  sewage  ;  notice  was  served 
to  provide  a  supply  from  the  Company’s  mains,  and  this 
notice  was  complied  with. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order. — During 
the  year  25  dairies,  &c.,  have  been  inspected. 

Slaughter  Houses. — With  regard  to  these  your 
Council  applied  for  Urban  Powers,  so  that  bye-laws  might 
be  made  for  dealing  with  them.  These  powers  were  granted, 
and  the  Model  Bye-laws  for  Slaughter  Houses  have  since 
been  made  and  sanctioned  ;  the  sanction  is  however  dated 
4th  December,  1896,  so  that  no  action  under  them  has  yet 
been  possible.  In  connection  with  this  matter  it  is  a  point 
of  interest  to  have  learnt  that  your  Council  will  have  no 
power  to  license,  but  only  to  register  all  Slaughter  Houses 
existing  and  in  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1896.  The 
Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  Sec.  126,  states  that  no 
place  shall  be  used  or  occupied  as  a  Slaughter  House  which 
was  not  in  such  use  or  occupation  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  the  Special  Act,  and  has  so  continued  ever  since.  Now 
the  Local  Government  Board  have  stated  that  the  date  of 
the  Special  Act  in  the  case  of  your  district  is  the  date  when 
Urban  Powers  to  deal  with  Slaughter  Houses  were  granted. 
It  is  therefore  only  Slaughter  Houses  erected  or  intended  to 
be  used  for  the  first  time  since  these  Urban  Powers  were 
granted  which  will  have  to  be  licensed,  and  those  already 
existing  at  that  time,  however  structurally  unfit  they  may 
be,  must  be  registered  only.  This  is  a  disappointing  fact, 
which  will,  I  presume,  apply  to  all  Rural  Districts  seeking 
to  control  their  Slaughter  Houses,  and  is  due,  I  suppose, 
to  the  fact  that  it  was  only  Urban  Authorities  which  were 
invested  with  the  powers  for  this  purpose  of  the  Towns 
Improvement  Clauses  Act  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
and  Rural  Authorities  simply  acquire  these  powers  when 
they  are  granted  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  I  need 
hardly  say  that  this  greatly  diminishes  the  usefulness  of  the 
Bye-laws. 

Bye-laws. — New  Bye-laws  have  this  year  been  made 
and  sanctioned  for  the  contributory  places  of  Keynsham 
and  Brislington,  “  For  the  prevention  of  nuisances  arising 
from  snow,  filth,  dust,  ashes,  and  rubbish,  and  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  keeping  of  animals  on  any  premises  so  as  to  be 
injurious  to  health  also,  as  already  mentioned,  for  the 
regulation  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  same  contributory 
places,  Bye-laws  to  ensure  the  periodical  and  more  effectual 
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emptying-  of  dry  privies  and  earth  closets  have  also  been 
made,  and  will  shortly  be  in  force.  All  these  Bye-laws 
should  prove  of  great  value. 

The  Surveyor’s  Report. — From  the  Surveyor’s  Report 
(page  22)  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  Parishes  of  Keynsham 
and  Brislington  250  plans  for  new  buildings  were  submitted 
during  1896.  Of  these,  84,  or  just  under  one  third,  were 
rejected,  while  there  were  59  contraventions  of  Bye-laws 
and  Regulations  to  133  buildings  commenced.  These 
figures  compare  favourably  with  those  of  last  year  (1895) 
when  very  nearly  /w^-thirds  of  the  plans  submitted  were 
disapproved,  and  just  over  one  contravention  to  each  build¬ 
ing  commenced  was  reported  to  your  Council.  Apparently, 
builders  are  beginning  to  recognise  the  necessity  of  more 
close  compliance  with  the  building  Bye-laws.  Another 
satisfactory  feature  is  the  construction  during  the  year  of 
178  water  closets  and  no  cesspit  privy.  A  good  deal  has 
been  done  also  in  the  way  of  house  connection  to  sewers. 

During  the  year  the  usual  Quarterly  Reports  have  been 
presented  ;  also  reports  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act  ;  on  various  waters  and  the  water  supply  of 
Northstoke  ;  on  the  Scarlet  Fever  epidemic  ;  and  various 
minor  matters.  My  advice  has  been  requested  on  numerous 
points  arising  out  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  your  Council. 

Viewed  generally,  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  con¬ 
siderable  activity  and  sanitary  advance,  and  I  trust  the 
coming  year  will  see  the  Keynsham  Sewerage  Scheme  well 
on  the  way  towards  completion. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  my  fellow  officers  for  the 
ready  help  given  me  in  carrying  out  my  duties. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  HEAVEN, 

L.R.C.P.y  M. R. C.S.,  L.S.A.,  D.P.H.  Lond . 

Med.  Officer  of  Health  Keynsham  Rural  Sany.  Dist. 
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SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

-*?  FOR  1896.  If- 


Somerset 

r-< 

2  ~ 

b/i  x 

r* 

i-s 

Total 

c  X 

X  r> 

.  —  j-M 

u 

PQ 

c  £ 

0) 

I. — New  Buildings. 

No.  of  Plans  submitted  ... 

l9l 

59 

250 

No.  of  Plans  approved  ... 

130 

36 

166 

No.  of  Plans  disapproved 

61 

23 

84 

No.  of  Building's  commenced 

1 16 

17 

i33 

No.  of  Buildings  completed 

102 

20 

122 

II. — Drains  in  connection  with  New 
Buildings. 

No.  of  Drains  inspected... 

IO9 

26 

135 

No.  of  Drains  connected  to  Sewers... 

I09 

24 

i33 

No.  of  Drains  connected  to  Cesspools 

O 

2 

2 

No.  of  Water  Closets  constructed  ... 

15° 

28 

178 

No.  of  Earth  Closets  constructed  ... 

O 

2 

2 

No.  of  Privies  constructed 

O 

0 

0 

III. — Drains  in  connection  with  Old 
Buildings  reconstructed. 

No.  connected  to  Sewer... 

3 

7 

10 

IV. — New  Streets. 

No.  of  Plans  submitted  ... 

2 

0 

2 

No.  of  Plans  approved  ... 

7 

0 

2 

No.  of  Plans  disapproved 

0 

0 

0 

No.  of  New  Streets  commenced 

5 

0 

5 

No.  of  New  Streets  finished 

0 

0 

0 

Somerset 


V.— Sewers. 

Total  length  in  yards  of  New  Sewers 
laid  during  the  year 


VI. — Contraventions  of  Bye-Laws  and 
Regulations. 

No.  of  Contraventions  of  Bye-laws 

reported  to  San.  Auth _ 

No.  of  Regulations  Contravened  and 
Reported  to  San.  Auth. 

No.  of  Contraventions  dealt  with  by 
Justices 

No.  of  Contraventions  standing  over 
at  the  end  of  year 


Brislington 

Parish 

Keynsham 

j 

Parish 

Total 

3179 

1068 

4247 

43 

9 

52 

4 

0 

J 

7 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

HENRY  M.  BENNETT, 


Surveyor. 


Liverpool  Chambers, 


Corn  Street,  Bristol. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCE’S  REPORT 


For  the  Year  1896. 

Keynsham, 

Somerset. 


No.  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year 

81 

No.  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  inspected  .. 

180 

No.  of  re-visits,  to  see  that  work  has  been  carried  out,  or  for 
other  reasons 

180 

Results 

°f  .  ] 

Inspection.  | 

(No.  of  Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendment  of  Houses  or 

Premises  ••  ••  ••  ••  •  • 

No.  of  Houses  or  Premises  cleansed,  repaired,  or  whitewashed 
|  No.  of  Houses  disinfected,  or  to  which  disinfectants  were 
l  supplied 

63 

61 

103 

Sewers. 

f  No.  of  New  Sewers  laid  down  by  the  Authority 
[No.  of  Sewers  cleansed  or  repaired 

6 

3 

House  1 

Drains.  "j 

No.  repaired  or  cleansed 

No.  relaid  (piped)  .. 

No.  trapped  or  ventilated  •• 

No.  of  New  Pipe  Drains  laid  . . 

lNo.  of  other  New  Drains  laid  out 

55 

42 

70 

30 

. .  nil 

Privies, 
Cesspools, 
and  W.C’s. 

(No.  of  Privies  cleansed  or  reconstructed 

No.  of  Cesspools  cleansed  or  reconstructed 

1  No.  of  Cesspools  closed 

1  No.  of  New  Privies  or  Cesspools 

No.  of  New  W.C’s. 
l^No.  of  Dry  Privies  constructed 

83 

5i 

. .  12 

15 

21* 

30 

Water 

Supply. 

(No.  of  Wells  closed  ••  ^  ,  „r 

No.  of  Old  Houses  supplied  with  Company  s  Water 

No.  of  New  Wells  .. 

1  No.  of  New  Cisterns  -• 

LNo.  of  Wells  or  Cisterns  cleansed  or  repaired 

IO 

50 

nil 

. .  12 

. .  21 

New 

Houses. 

1  No  of  New  Houses  certified  as  fit  for  habitation  . . 

No.  of  such  Houses  supplied  with  Company’s  Water 

1^  No.  of  such  Houses  supplied  by  Wells  or  Cisterns 

25* 

8 

.  .  12 

No.  of  Dairies,  &c.,  inspected.. 

25 

No.  of  Bakehouses  inspected  .. 

21 

No.  of  Slaughter-houses  inspected 

15 

No.  of  Factories  inspected 

6 

Overcrowding  (cases  of|)  reported 
,,  ,,  abated 

.  .  IO 

9 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings 

. .  2 

(Signed)  JOHN  JAMES  OLLIS,  Assoc. 


Sanitary  Institute, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

The  Inspector  only  certifies  houses  in  those  parts  of  district  where  Building  Bye-laws 
are  not  in  force,  so  that  25  does  not  represent  the  total  number  of  new  houses  occu¬ 
pied  during  the  year ;  the  number  of  W.C  s  applies  to  the  same  area  only. 


TABLE  of  DEATHS  during 


the  Year  1896,  in  the  KEYNSHAM  Rural  Sanitary  District ,  classified  according 

to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics  ;  public  in¬ 
stitutions  being  shown  as 
separate  localities. 

(  Columns  for  Population  and 
Births  arc  in  Table  B. ) 

(a) 

Mortality  from  all  Causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

(i) 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

-  Smallpox 

N  Scarlatina 

w  Dipththeria 

Membranous 

Croup 

Fevers. 

0  Cholera 

Z  Erysipelas 

^  Measles 

bo 

'5.  bo 

O  3 

0  0 

£ 

>3 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Dysentery 

_  Rheumatic 

Fever 

C/3 

*73 

’-G 

J3 

CL 

16 

Bronchitis 

C7  Pneumonia 

and  Pleurisy 

_  Heart 

03  Disease 

<y 

bJO 

]9 

0  Injuries 

u  All  Other 

"H  Diseases 

Totals 

At  all 
Ages 

(b) 

Under 

1 

year 

(c) 

I 

and 

under 

5 

(d) 

5 

and 

under 

US 

(e) 

15 

and 

under 

25 

(f) 

25 

and 

under 

65 

(g) 

65 

and 

up¬ 

wards 

(h) 

C/3 

a 

H 

5 

Enteric 

os  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

bjQ 

'on 

CL 

13 

8 

•3 

<D 

CL 

CJ 

CL 

9 

KEYNSHAM  . 

WORKHOUSE  . 

132 

12 

22 

I 

n 

0 

5 

0 

8 

1 

41 

2 

39 

8 

under  5 

5  upwds. 

under  5 

5  upwds. 

3 

4 

I 

5 

2 

I  I 

US 

1 

'4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

"7 

56 

1 

5 

39 

93 

1 

1 1 

Totals  . 

144 

23 

■7 

5 

9 

43 

47 

under  5 

5  upwds. 

3 

4 

I 

7 

1 1 

1 5 

I 

l8 

1 

2 

2 

l8 

6l 

40 

104 

The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortc 

ility. 

Deaths  occurring  outside 
the  district  among  persons 
belonging  thereto. 

Deaths  occurring  within  the 
district  among  persons  not 
belonging  thereto. 

7 

I 

1 

S 

under  5 

5  upwds. 

under  5 

5  upwds. 

1 

... 

I 

3 

1 

6 

TABLE  of  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  and  of  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health ,  during  the  Year  1896,  in  the  KEYNSHAM  Rural  Sanitary  District ;  classified 
according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  these  Statistics ;  Public 
Institutions  being  shown 
as  separate  localities. 

(  ") 

Population  at 
all  Ages. 

—  c n 

V  JZ 

b/ocq 

(d) 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  5 

(e) 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality,  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  sick  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  in  the  several 
Localities  for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 

Census 

1891 

(0 

Estimated 

to 

middle  of 
lS95 

(c) 

-  Smallpox 

|  to  Scarlatina 

w  Diphtheria 

Membranous 

Croup 

Fevers. 

3  Cholera 

“  Erysipelas 

12 

T3 

Smallpox 

a; 

aJ 

0 
c n 

2 

Diphtheria  | 

[ 

- 

0 

C  CL 

Oj  3 

J5  2 

£  U 

<V 

4 

Fevers. 

0  Cholera 

- ■ - 

Z  Erysipelas 

12 

13 

|  cn  Typhus 

Enteric 

|  o\  or 

Typhoid 

|  "-i  Continued 

|  ccRelapsing 

-23  Puerperal 

■r. 

a 

H 

5 

Enteric 
on  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

bp 

”7) 

a 

13 

cf 

8 

no  Puerperal 

KEYNSHAM  (H) 

WORKHOUSE . 

7292 

7430 

228 

under  5 
5  upwds. 

under  5 
5  upwds. 

28 

70 

2 

I 

2 

I 

13 

10 

2 

Totals . 

7292 

7430 

228 

under  5 
5  upwds. 

28 

72 

I 

2 

2 

13 

1 

12 

State  here  whether  “  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  is  compulsory  in  the  District — Yes.  Since  when? — November,  1891.  Besides  the  above-mentioned  Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with  blank  headings  the  names  of 

any  that  are  notifiable  in  the  District,  and  fill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of  the  District.  Mark  (H)  the  Locality  in  which  such  Hospital  is  situated  ; 

and  if  not  within  the  District,  state  where  it  is  situated — Keynsham  Isolation  Hospital. 


KEYNSHAM  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  showing  MORTALITY  from  certain  Classes  of  Diseases ,  and 

Proportion  to  Population  and  to  1000  Deaths. 


Total 

Deaths 

Proportion 
to  1000  of 
Population 

Proportion 
to  1000 
Deaths 

1. — Seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

7 

0‘92 

48  *6 1 

2.— Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) . 

26 

0  •  ,1  ^ 

0  4o 

*80-55 

3. — Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases 

13 

1.71 

90-27 

4. — Wasting  Diseases  of  Children  under  Five  years  of  Age  ... 

0*39 

20-83 

3. — Convulsive  Diseases  of  Children  under  Five  years  of  Age 

9 

1  *  18 

62  '50 

6.— Cancer 

(O 

1-32 

69-44 

7.— Accident 

4 

0*52 

27-77 

8. — Suicide 

0 

1 

o-o 

0*0 

9.  —  Influenza 

1 

0*13 

6-94 

-«•  NOTES, 

i. — Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping-  Cough,  Fever  and 
Diarrhoea. 

3.  — Includes  Phthisis,  Tubercular  Meningitis  and  Peritonitis,  General  Tuberculosis,  Scrofula, 

Rickets  and  Tabes. 

4. — Includes  Marasmus,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature  Birth. 

5.  — Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions  and  Teething. 


\ 


